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to         of another, these endowments are granted

only that he may the better serve his fellows. And
as fraternity rests upon equality, so liberty, in the
order of Nature, rises from the foundation of both
of these. Over his equal and his brother no man
can naturally desire to lord it. Even the beasts
themselves will fight to maintain their freedom;
even the beasts themselves languish in servitude.
What freeborn people, except it be the people of
Israel, who petitioned for a king, would yield to
slavery unless it were imposed upon them by force
or by fraud? Too often, indeed, the fraud has
been of their own devising; they have laboured
to deceive themselves; until, as years roll on, the
later generations lose the very memory of free-
dom, lose the very consciousness of servitude,, and
accept their miserable condition as an unalterable
natural fact.

It is custom, then, which lies upon us like a
frost of death; it is custom which proves itself
to be stronger than nature. The most wicked citi-
zen of Venice could never wish to be a king; the
most noble-minded citizen born under the rule of
the Turk could hardly Imagine freedom in his
dreams. An infant in the country of the Cim-
merians, brought forth during the six months of
darkness, how could eyes of his conceive or desire
the light of the sun? Yet under the worst des-
potism some few finely-constituted souls, one here
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